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LOCAL NEWS 

Special Events 
in the Area 

Rico: •  f o u n d  
CI .OVES. Someone left a 
pair of winter gloves at the 
Community Church during 
the Christmas Program. Call 
967-2162 to identify; 

8 The Rico Women's 
Club "Betty's" will meet 
on Thursday, March 11th, 7 
p.m. at Jen Taylors. Desserts 
only. Discussion of Rico's 
Quasquieentennial, and 4th 
of July festivities. Call Jen 
at 967-2324 for details. 

BTlie Rico Hotel will 
be serving Dinner Thursday-
Sunday, breakfast Saturday 
& Sunday. Thursday is $12 
Local's Night. Sunday is 
apres ski night, great menu, 
special prices. Call 967-
3000 for dinner reserva
tions. 
• tVluiUei'lude Litjuui'S 

Winter Hours: Mon-Thu. 

1-8 p.m., Fri. 1-9 p.m. and 
Sat. 12-9 p.m. Check out all 
their mierobrews and tine 
selection of wines! 

Coi'icz: •Crow 
Canyon Archaeological 
Center is offering scholar
ships to Four Corners area 
and Native American teens 
for participating in the 
Center's summer programs; 

EPA wants to 
move quickly, 
Town wants to 
gather more info 

liitie critical approach 
for clean up is emi
nent. 

But Town offi
cials 

The Environmental 
Protection Agency 
(EPA) representa

tives along with the Colorado 
Department of 
Public Health _ 
& Environ- "We're interested in how 
mem, and At- you think We Ought 
lantic Richlicld {Q proceed " -
C o m p a n y  r r i A  • '  .  
(ARCO), made -EPA representative 

Max Dodson a lengthy pre
sentation and 
discussed soil sample findings 
to a SRO crowd last Wednes
day night. 

Prior to the meeting indi
vidual letters were sent out to 
consenting homeowners on Fri
day, February 6th, stating the re
sults of the EPA's lead level test
ing in their yards. 

From the first public meet 
iug with the EPA back in De
cember 2003, the EPA is stand
ing by their assessment that a 

don't 
see it 
t h a t  
w a y .  
Town 
officials warn u, 
weigh all options 
and choose the 

best scenario for the good of 
Rico and its residents. 

It was apparent at Wedues 
day night's meeting that the EPA 
is not in favor of u voluntary 
clean up, fearing that their in
volvement will be minimal. 

A voluntary clean up does 
not mean that individual 
homeowners will be responsible 
for removing any contaminated 
soil from their yards, as reported 

cont inued  on  page  7 

EPA, ARCO, and CDPH&E make presentation to packed Town Hall. 

Semite Committee rejects 
permanent fee demo, 
passes hill for NP only 
Grusisruois effort moves Parks Fee legislation 

News from school  
The Rico Elementary 

School is now offering to the 
residents a Community Involve
ment Program. 

Teacher Andy Waterman is 

The activity may be any
thing from reading your favor
ite story to a multi-day art 
project. 

Residents who arc interested 

In what is being called a 're
markable victory,' opponents of 
the Recreation Fee Demonstra
tion Program are today celebrat
ing what they see as the begin
ning of the end of recreation 
fees on the National Forests and 
other public lands. 

Despite enorniuus p r e s s u r e  
from the Department of Interior 
and the Department of Agricul
ture to make the Fee Demo pro
gram permanent for the Na
tional Parks, Forest Service, 
BLM, and US Fish and Wild

life Service, the Senate Energy 
& Natural Resources Commit
tee Wednesday, Feb. 11, unani
mously voted to pass S. 1107, 
the Recreational Fee Authority 
Act (Senator Craig Thomas, R-
WY), which makes recreation 
fees permanent for the National 
Parks only. 

The bill will allow Fee 
Demo to lapse for tire BLM, US 
Forest Service and US Fish & 
Wildlife Service. 

Fee-opponents in recent 
continued on page 6 
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The dirt on Rico: EPA wants action soon 

By Kara Tatone 

How hazardous is the lead contamination 
underlying Rico's backyards? The 
Environmental Protection Agency said 
this week it's enough to warrant an 
almost immediate cleanup of the town. 

EPA officials Wednesday night handed the town an approximate six-week 
deadline to decide how it will approach its contamination problem before the 
agency makes the decision itself. Test results released this week showed lead 
levels in residential soils well above EPA safety standards. 

But Rico officials said those results do not provide enough information to allow 
them to come up with a cleanup plan in the time allotted. 

"They've tested only a small fraction of the land in Rico, they've sampled a 
quarter of the houses, and decided there are high levels that they knew and 
we knew years ago," Rico Town Attorney Eric Heil said. 

"The best of what the town can make of this is they're asking us to move fast § 
we feel like we're being pressured without all the information." 

Rico residents, landowners and town officials packed the Rico Town Hall 
Wednesday night to get the word from EPA officials and toxicologists to decide 
on the future of the town's high lead level soils. 

At the meeting EPA officials announced that its concern over the town's 
contamination levels has motivated the agency to push for a cleanup to start 
as early as this summer. In preparation for that effort, the agency asked the 
town to decide how it would like to approach the cleanup: 

voluntarily, with help from former mine owner Atlantic Ridgefield Company or 
in a voluntary program. 

But Ehlert said Thursday that, realistically, the effort would likely have to be 
undertaken by either her agency or ARCO - not the town. 

"We're hesitant to say voluntary cleanup will work at this level," Ehiert said. "It 

http://telluridegateway.eom/articles/2004/02/13/news/top_stories/news01.txt 2/24/2004 
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looks like two things are driving [the cleanup] - the EPA and ARCO. In order 
for us to see that something will be done, we're proceeding to prepare to do 
the work ourselves." 

Final results of soil analysis on 54 private and town-owned tested sites 
confirmed weighty levels of lead contamination on about 10 sites last month, 
and found some slightly elevated levels of arsenic and zinc in others. 

But EPA chief of site assessment managers Debra Ehlert said the agency's 
main concern is lead, and, though a Superfund designation for Rico - a brand 
that could damage the town's financial capabilities and ward off potential land 
and business owners from the growing community - isn't planned, Ehlert said, 
it hasn't been ruled out as a possibility. 

"We've heard about this town and the trepidation of having this [Superfund] 
stigma, but we haven't taken listing totally off the table yet. But we'll listen to 
the community," she said. "And listing itself takes a long time - we don't have 
that much time to deal with what we need to deal with. But we maintain the 
authority to do what a Superfund allows us to do." 

The federal agency starts considering cleanup action when lead levels over 
400 parts per million are found - a few Rico residential sites showed levels as 
high as 3,000 ppm. According to results from the Rico soil samples taken in 
the fall, eight sites tested over 2,000 ppm and four tested at more than 3,000 
ppm levels, which Ehlert said are the reason the EPA wants to start a cleanup 
on an accelerated level. 

According to Ehlert, the difference between an EPA cleanup and another party 
performing the job is, "we clean up yards to our satisfaction, we leave a letter 
we're no longer concerned, and residents get a clean bill of health, a very 
important document if the owner wants to sell the house, et cetera," she said. 

At Wednesday's meeting, EPA officials showed slides of an EPA cleanup site 
in Utah to give residents an idea of what could happen to local soils and yards 
if the agency takes over cleanup. The work may involve backhoe excavations 
to scrape the yard and dust control. 

"The bottom line is we're going to digest the information," said Rico Board of 
Trustees 

member Steve Snelling. "Cleanup is imminent, time is flexible. It looks like 
they're trying to do their job and being thorough, which might mean a lot of 
things. There are a lot of unanswered questions on the line." 

That Rico soils have elevated levels of toxins is no mystery - the town has 
historically been a mining community, and such areas are known to frequently 
be the site of significant contamination. 

"In general what we found is comparable to what we find in mining areas of the 
West," Ehlert said. 

Rico officials in recent years have sought help to solve what it has seen as a 
more pressing problem as a result of its mining history than lead levels in its 
yards - an abandoned mine that constantly spews contaminated water into the 
Dolores River basin. 

Looking for help to fix that issue, Rico sought EPA assistance in cleaning up 
the mine, but last fall found that, when agency officials showed up, they started 
testing soil, nurturing local fears that the town was being primed for a broad 

http ://telluridegateway.com/articles/2004/02/13/news/top stories/newsO 1 .txt 2/24/2004 
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Superfund designation. 

EPA officials have said that, though Superfund is unlikely for the town, its duty 
is to protect the health of the local residents through whatever means it deems 
necessary. 

"When the EPA comes to a neighborhood it's not one house, but the whole 
neighborhood," said Ehlert. "We were not only looking at the tunnel, river S the 
surrounding area." 

An EPA toxicologist explained the dangers of lead physically encountered in 
high doses. 

"The risk-based part of this lead at elevated levels is not a good thing, but it 
has to be ingested, inhaled, through skin, has to be in contact physically, not 
like radon or a gas," Ehlert said. 

Lead particles in the air or water can be hazardous, and models with 3,000-
plus ppm models have proven high enough to alarm the federal Centers for 
Disease Control. High lead levels in the blood can impact the central nervous 
system, and interfere with a child's development of the nervous system. 

The numbers that the EPA uses to determine what is and not safe levels have 
changed dramatically over the years S what was medically considered 
innocuous, later Is considered highly toxic by the EPA," Snelling said. "But if 
there is some toxicity that can be mitigated by a cleanup it is probably within 
the town's best interest to deal with it." 

The Rico board will discuss lead contamination and cleanup options at its 
monthly meeting on Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the town hall. 

Print this story 

Email this story 
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Rico dubious of EPA designation 

By Ben Murray 

The ghosts of Rico's mining past have returned to cloud its future. A recent push by Environmental 
Protection Agency officials to finally resolve liability issues and put an end to the tainted flow from an 
abandoned mine above the Dolores River north of town has unearthed a potentially larger issue: lead. 

While the tests are still out, Rico officials have recently feared that contamination levels could result in 
the town being slapped with a "Superfund" clean-up label and all the industrial waste zone stigmas and 
financial implications it brings. 

"We got pretty nervous and concerned - we felt like decisions were getting ahead of disseminating 
information to the community," said Rico town attorney Eric Heil. "There's definitely a stigma about 
Superfund. People associate that with the worst-polluted, hazardous areas S in the country." 

Though they could not completely rule it out as a possibility, EPA officials agreed that Superfund 
designation could equate to a bad reputation for a town. According to EPA Assistant Regional 
Administrator Max Dodson, however, based on the preliminary tests, Rico doesn't seem like a likely 
candidate to get stuck with the dubious distinction. 

"It's not a site the really jumps out at you [as Superfund potential]. The gravity doesn't seem to warrant 
that approach," he said. "It doesn't compete with other NPL-listed sites in terms of contamination." The 
NPL, or National Priority List, is another name for the Superfund list. 

Ted Linnert, the EPA's community involvement coordinator for Rico on the projects, said the EPA 
realizes the impact a Superfund designation could have, and the agency wants to work with the town to 
come up with an amicable solution. 

"There's no doubt that there's a stigma attached to Superfund sites," Linnert said, adding that the agency 
is "absolutely not interested" in pushing the designation on the town. 

"We really would like to do what they think is best for their town," he said. 

In any case, no moves will be made until the analysis is completed early next year on a second round of 
soil tests intended to reveal the level of naturally-occurring lead versus the amount left by the mine. In 
the meantime, an informational meeting on the issue is scheduled for Dec. 5 at the Rico Town Hall. 

Water leads to lead 

Town officials have known for nearly a decade that its soil has elevated lead levels, but the cleanup of 
that contamination has generally been overshadowed by an effort to stem the unabated flow of polluted 
water running from the nearby St. Louis Mine. 

The EPA's interest in re-starting a water plant, deserted six years ago when the property changed hands 
several times, eventually overflowed into Rico itself. This summer the agency offered to test for lead, 
commonly found in former mining towns, Linnert said. 

Initial testing this summer showed elevated lead levels in Rico's soil, prompting the federal agency to 
return with a plan to take samples from land of approximately 40 residences in the town, Heil said. 

http://www.telluridegateway.eom/articles/2003/ll/20/news/tot) stories/news02.nrt 2/24/2004 
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But when the inspectors showed up and asked to test soil from Rico's streets as well, the town turned 
them down - tests on municipal lands had never been mentioned, and the town isn't protected from EPA 
lawsuits forcing cleanup the way individual landowners are, Heil said. 

"The reason we said no was because it was out of the blue, at the last minute," he said, "and that's not 
the way you go about working with the EPA." 

Regardless, the rebuff prompted an editorial in The Denver Post, which urged Rico to "make nice" with 
the EPA, and which also lumped the polluted mine outflow with the soil sampling 

But both Heil and EPA officials said that the solutions to the two problems are essentially separate and 
should be dealt with individually. 

From an EPA standpoint, Dobson said, it was his decision to approach the problems separately, which 
he plans to do. "I've made that policy decision," he said 

Heil said the it was the EPA's decision to investigate lead in the town's soil in the first place, while the 
town was clamoring about the St. Louis Tunnel pollution. "The EPA really just took the charge up on 
that," Heil said. 

Linnert had a different vision of the genesis of the lead testing, saying the study grew out of the EPA's 
offer at an August Rico town meeting to perform soil testing if individuals wanted it. 

After several residents contacted the EPA to have tests performed on their property, the agency came to 
- town and began the preliminary study that led to the pending, more extensive sampling, he said. 

the stigma of Superfund 

Rico officials are nervous that the government agency could call for a program that would clean the 
town's soil - but render it all virtually unsalable. 

Heil said that Rico's main concern with a potential Superfund cleanup is that it will drive real estate 
buyers and building projects away from the town and lower its growth rate. With several major 
municipal projects in the hopper already, the loss of that growth rate could financially cripple the town, 
he said. 

One of those projects, a $5 million sewer system upgrade, would have forced the town to deal with lead 
levels in its soil on its own schedule, Heil said, sometime down the road. 

He also said that the town isn't inherently resistant to cleanup help from the EPA - it's just anxious 
about how the agency will want to deal with a project that could have deep ramifications for the future 
of the town. 

While Linnert and Dodson maintained that the Superfund distinction isn't likely, they said that a large 
part of the EPA's mandate is to protect human health, and if the tests come back showing a threat to that 
health, the agency will be forced to act accordingly. 

Linnert said another option that could work for Rico would be to define the town as a Brownfields 
program - usually reserved for light or abandoned industrial areas to be cleaned up with federal funds -
but added that emergency cleanup action couldn't be ruled out, pending the tests. 

http://www.tellxmdegateway.com/articles/2003/ll/20/news/top stories/news02.prt 2/24/2004 
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"In general we are not eager to put [Rico] on the NPL list," Linnert said. 

An agreement 

Heil said he has suggested that an agreement formed between the state and Arco - the mining company 
liable for the cleanup of much of Rico's pollution - be forged much like the successful pact between 
state officials, the towns of Telluride and Ouray and the Idarado Mining Co. to clean up contamination 
at the east end of Telluride. 

That agreement, considered precedent-setting, was hammered out in the early 1990s following a decade 
of legislation that ensued after the state sued Idarado under Superfund provisions in the early 1980s. 

But the idea to come to a similar multi-party agreement in Rico and avoid federal designation, to date, 
said Heil, has been met with a cold shoulder. 

"They have been disinterested in that approach so far," Heil said 

For now, officials on both sides of the issue hesitate to predict how the matter will be handled in the 
coming months. Both Heil and Linnert said that, until the final results of the soil tests are known, it's 
hard to know what path the EPA will try to take. 

http://www.telluridegatewav.eom/articles/2003/11 /20/r»pws/trm otAnpo/nm.rcm 
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Under EPA gun, Rico eyes cleanup plan 

By Kara Tatone 

Wary of a potential move by the 
Environmental Protection Agency to 
come into the town and begin a federally-
mandated cleanup of its contaminated 
soil, Rico town officials took a hurried step to approve an alternate cleanup 
solution. 

At its monthly town meeting Rico's board and residents gave preliminary 
approval to a voluntary cleanup plan to be executed by former nearby mine 
owner Atlantic Richfield Co., or ARCO, to deal with what the EPA has called 
an immediate problem, requiring an immediate answer. 

Rico made the decision this week under an EPA mandate that may require the 
town and ARCO to either come up with their own solution to the problem by 
about the middle of next month or turn the matter over to the federal agency. 

That vague deadline, delivered Feb. 18 by EPA representatives, solicited 
unfavorable reactions from Rico officials, who said the deadline is too fast to 
allow the town to come up with a plan, and that evidence justifying such a 
quick turnaround is essentially incomplete. 

And even as Rico hurried this week to hash out options for an independent 
plan, EPA officials Thursday backed away from that deadline somewhat, 
saying it is not set in stone. 

EPA Region 8 Assistant Administrator Max Dodson said Thursday that his 
agency slowed down the process in light of Rico officials' and residents' 
concerns and will listen to the community's needs before it moves. 

"We're most interested in what the perspectives were from last night, and 
they've done a good job communicating with us," said Dodson. "[Mayor Tom 
Clark] clearly wanted a lot of answers - we're not going to mobilize. We didn't 
want to do anything hasty, I'm hearing this loud and clear." 

But at Wednesday night's meeting, Rico officials hadn't received that word, 
and took steps to meet the mid-March date. 

http ://telluridegateway .com/articles/2004/02/20/news/top_stories/news01 .txt 2/24/2004 
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ARCO Representative Dave Harman at the meeting called his company's 
cleanup approach a quick and efficient method, without the lingering effects he 
said EPA cleanups have had on other towns. 

"We don't want to be here any longer than you want us to be here," Harman 
said to the Rico assembly. "My fear is, if a decision isnt made, the EPA is 
going to make it for you." 

Harman was referring to the EPA's option to flex its federal muscle and 
mandate a cleanup in the town under a program of its choosing from a list 
officials have said still includes the Superfund designation. Rico officials have 
been wary of an EPA-controlled cleanup in their town, saying it could result in 
a stigma that could staunch the budding town's recent growth. 

But EPA representatives told Rico officials and residents last week that they 
had only about a month and half to decide how it wanted to see the cleanup 
happen. 

The federal agency has said that, based on the results of about 50 soil tests 
taken in the fall, a cleanup should be underway by the summer, or as soon as 
weather permits. 

Many called the meeting a show by the EPA and felt pressured by the 
immediacy the agency said was needed to react to an age-old problem in the 
former mining community. 

Residents and the Rico Board of Trustees still question the quickness with 
which the EPA wants to dig into its town soil. Officials want to see more 
comprehensive soil testing first because they said the EPA has tested just a 
quarter of privately owned town sites under its own standards, instead of 
allowing Rico to hire an independent tester. 

"There seems to be no reason to rush and it seems like we're only going to 
have an inefficient cleanup," said Rico Board of Trustees member Jon 
Kornbluh. "The EPA is not allowing the town to move forward as we should, 
they're rushing the town and without comprehensive testing. It's a common 
part of the process, the third party process, why the rush?" 

Residents were alarmed by the EPA's call for quick action, and looked to the 
ARCO cleanup as a potential cooperative solution that would keep the federal 
agency out of the town. 

"Well this has gotten kind of scary all of the sudden, hasn't it?" said resident 
and Telluride Real Estate Corp. broker in Rico Keith Lindauer. 

The EPA's determination of elevated lead levels is also at question by town 
residents and officials. The EPA considers lead levels more than 400 parts per 
million to be a problem but Rico Town Attorney Eric Heil questioned whether 
that level is universally considered too high. 

"Is 400 or 500 parts per million okay? Is 700 okay?" he said. "There's more to 
this than the EPA will come in and clean, there are more ramifications than 
that." 

Heil fears Rico could experience problems like the town of Eureka, Utah where 
an EPA cleanup damaged roads, sewer lines, and foundations, and rendered 
some residents unable to refinance homes due to the EPA's mandate. 

Heil said the town needs more than the agency's one- to two-month deadline 
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to react. 

"Last Wednesday was day one for us to think into this issue," said Heil. "And 
it's no less complex than [our] sewer project." 

ARCO agreed the test findings came fast and wants to take on the project 
quickly, though after more comprehensive soil testing has been done on other 
sites. 

"We're at a disadvantage too because we've just received the data, we haven't 
had the opportunity to look at closely, to evaluate," said Harman. "Since this is 
a Superfund-type action we felt we needed to intervene." 

An ARCO intervention would likely include financial assistance from 
landowners Rico Renaissance and Rico Properties, as well as backing from 
the Town of Rico. 

According to its preliminary plan, ARCO would conduct further soil sampling 
on all occupied and some unoccupied lots in the town, and continue to 
evaluate human risk to determine a parts per million number that accurately 
requires cleanup under the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment. "We'll evaluate the risk, the true risk," he said. 

"This is a task the size of, equal to, our sewer project. It's as important of a 
decision as that, and this town has taken eight to 10 years to plan [the sewer 
project]," said Kombluh. "We're all in favor of cleaning up lead but we dont 
have enough comprehensive data to support." 

Dodson asked for a list of questions and concerns from Rico residents to be 
reviewed and discussed at another public meeting later this month. 

Print this story 

Email this story 
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